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Principal’s Corner 

Happy Holidays!  I am hopeful that everyone had a wonderful Thanksgiving and 
are continuing to enjoy this Holiday Season.  Our  winter sports are off to a great 
start coming off of a fantastic run for all of our Fall sports.  We also had a terrific 
Fall Play, along with many incredible musical performances from our music de-
partment.   

Final exams are just around the corner.  This year, finals will be held on December 
19, 20, & 21.  Page 2 of this newsletter will provide more information about finals 
along with the bell schedules for those days.  Please remember that buses will run 
1 hour later than the regular school days and will be operating on Late Start route 
times. 
 
As you know, there are many activities happening here at NCHS.  You might be 
wondering how you, as parents/guardians, can be informed.   Please consider: 
 

 Follow Mr. Chapman, the NCHS Principal, on Twitter:  @NCHS_Principal  

 Visit our NCHS webpage for daily announcements and other upcoming events:  

https://www.unit5.org/Domain/29 

 Continue to read the newsletters, such as this one in addition to the Principal 
Posts.  These documents are also located under “Principal’s Corner” on our 
homepage.   

 Consider bookmarking the following web address for our athletic schedule:  

http://il.8to18.com/nchs 

Thank you for all you do as parents and for your continued partnership in your 
child’s education at NCHS!  Happy Holidays! 
 
Trevor Chapman 
NCHS Principal 

Normal Community High School Mission 
 

Normal Community High School was established in 1905. Our continued 
mission is to establish a community of learners, pursuing excellence every 
day. As a community, we Ironmen work together and support each other. 
Iron sharpens iron.  

https://www.unit5.org/Domain/29
http://il.8to18.com/nchs
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2017 Fall Final Exams 

December 19,20,21 

 

Tuesday and Wednesday: 
   Buses will run 1 hour later than regular school days and will operate on Late Start route    

     time. 

 Students with 5th or 6th hour lunch may arrive late at 12:00pm. 

   If students will be present during their 5th or 6th hour lunch, they will report to the  

     cafeteria. 

   Buses will be provided at 3:30pm at the end of finals. 

Thursday: 
   Morning buses will run 1 hour later than regular school days and will operate on Late Start route      
     times. 

 Students with 4th hour lunch may leave at 11:10am.  Students who choose to stay the remainder  
     of the day will need to report to the cafeteria.   

   Afternoon buses will be provided at 1:00pm. 

Schedule  Tuesday 

 Dec. 19, 2017 

Wednesday 

Dec. 20, 2017 

9:30am-11:10am 5th Hour 6th Hour 

11:15am-12:00pm Lunch Lunch 

12:05pm-1:45pm 2nd hour 7th hour 

1:50pm-3:30pm 1st Hour 8th hour 

Schedule Dec. 21, 2017 

7:45am-9:25am Zero Hour 

9:30am-11:10am 3rd. Hour 

11:15am-12:55pm 4th Hour 

1:00pm-1:45pm Lunch 



The Forge 

NCHS Newsletter 

One definition of "forge" is "to form or make, 

especially by concentrated effort" and in our 

school of Iron, we have plans to use this        

metaphor in a lot of different ways.  

The Forge, formerly the ASC, is typically open 

Tuesday-Thursday from 3:45-5:00pm. Both   

student peer tutors and supervising teachers 

will be there to help anyone with whatever     

schoolwork they need to work on, including 

making up tests/quizzes in a controlled envi-

ronment. Students can be referred who would 

benefit from some extra help.  

ABSENCES  
FROM  

SEMESTER EXAMS 
 

If a student is absent from an exam, arrangements must 

be made by the student to make up that exam. Any        

students who are truant, or otherwise unexcused, from a 

semester exam will receive a zero (0) for the exam.  

Students will not be allowed to take final exams early 

without prior approval.  The associate principal, Nikki 

Maurer, will only approve prearranged absences from  

semester exams under special circumstances.   

If a prearranged absence is not approved and a student 

chooses to be absent, the absence will be treated as       

truancy and a grade of  “zero” will be given for the missed      

exams. 

If a student becomes ill the day of the exams or becomes 

ill during an exam, the parent and/or student will need to 

call their Asst. Principal to arrange a make up time for the 

missed exams. 

 

 

VISITORS 

Visitors are always welcome at NCHS.  We do have     

certain procedures we follow in order to provide a safe 

environment for our students and staff.   

If you wish to visit with a teacher or staff member prior 

arrangements must be made.  You will need to e-mail the 

teacher(s) you wish to visit so they can let the Greeter’s 

Station know what day you will be coming and what time.   

You may only visit the teachers/staff  with whom you 

have made arrangements.   

All visitors must sign in at the Greeter’s Station and      

provide a picture ID before entering the school.  We hold 

your ID at the Greeter’s Station and return it to you when 

you sign out.  Thank you for your understanding. 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

    1 

4 5  OPEN 6   OPEN 7    OPEN 8 

11 12   OPEN 13   OPEN 14   OPEN 15 

18 19  

  CLOSED  

   FINALS 

20 

   CLOSED 

    FINALS 

21  

 CLOSED 

  FINALS 

22 

DECEMBER 

After-School Forge Schedule 

End of Fall 2017 Semester  
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ATTENDANCE 

If your student is going to be absent, needs to 

be released early, or will  arrive late you must 

call the attendance line.  When you call the     

attendance line please speak slowly, clearly, 

and spell the last name.   Please state the reason 

why your student will be absent.  If they have a 

doctor appointment, please make sure you say 

doctor appointment.   We kindly ask that you 

give us  2 hours notice when possible.   This 

gives staff time to get the pass to your student.   

Parents do not need to sign their students in or 

out of school as long as they have called into the 

attendance line.  Students must sign in/out 

through the Greeter’s Station when going home 

ill or leaving/returning for an appointment.  Do 

not leave your student’s appointment time on 

the attendance line but instead inform us when 

you want your student released from class.  It 

usually takes students up to 5 minutes to get to 

the Greeter’s Station.   

If you come to the school to pick up a student 

that has not been called out, you may have to 

wait.  This is because teachers don’t release   

students out of class until they receive a pass.  

We will do our best to get your child down to 

you as quickly as possible. 

Let’s work together to make each day count! 

 

Attendance Phone # 557-4450 

 

Students learn the best when they feel their best.    

Keeping students healthy isn't always easy when they 

attend school.  Infections spread easily because stu-

dents are in close contact and share supplies and equip-

ment.   

Promoting hand washing is the single most important 

measure to help reduce the spread of germs.  Remind 

students to cover their mouths when they cough and 

don't drink after each other.  Eating a balanced meal 

with fruits, vegetables, proteins, and whole grains every 

day will help keep your student healthy.   

Drink plenty of water and make sure your student gets 

plenty of sleep.  This keeps their bodies from becoming 

fatigued and more susceptible to illness. 

ILL STUDENTS 

If your student is ill please keep them home.  Any stu-

dent that has vomited, had diarrhea, or has run a fever 

must stay home 24 hours once the symptoms subside. 

If your student gets ill/injured during school hours 

make sure your student knows to go to the nurse to be 

evaluated.  The nurse will contact a parent if the        

student should go home.   

If this procedure is not followed for ill or injured        

students, you will need to call your student out using 

the attendance line at 309-557-

4450.  Please call ahead to al-

leviate a wait.   

 

 



 

NCHS  

Counseling 
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 EARN FREE COLLEGE CREDITS! 
 

 

The Guided Path to Success (GPS) Workshop Series is designed to help students with study 
techniques, life skills, and career readiness. They can earn one free General Studies (GENS) 
credit by participating in at least eight different workshops, completing the homework assign-
ments, and submitting a final reflective essay. 
 

Beginning January 22, 2018 and taking place every Monday from 4:00-5:00pm in the Instructional Commons North 
(ICN) room 1002, the workshops are free and no prior registration is required.  Come ready to learn ways to set 
yourself up for success!  For more information, dates, and workshop topics visit: https://www.heartland.edu/
academicDepartments/studentSuccess/gpsWorkshop.html 

 

COURSE SELECTION IS COMING!!   
 

Yes!  Along with the holidays and the New Year, it is time to consider courses for the 2018-2019 
school year!  Freshmen, sophomores, and juniors are receiving information so they can make well 
informed decisions about their future course work.  Here’s what is happening: 
 

 In December, counselors are making multiple visits to the homerooms to present information and to prepare    
      students for course selection. 

 
 Students can start selecting courses via CareerCruising.com Course Planner now. 

 
 Students can visit the Course to Career Guide on the Counseling Website https://www.unit5.org/ do 
      main/1105 

 
     January 10th—22nd—counselors will meet individually with students to discuss their selections and to pro
 vide suggestions for adjustments.  These meetings will happen during their English class. 

 
  All students must submit their requests through CareerCruising.com by January 28th.   
 
     Changes can be made to the course selections by visiting a counselor prior to March 23rd.  

 

 

  Programs of Study 
 

As students move through high school, they will have a large number of courses to choose from. By identifying a 

career cluster, of which there are 16 nationally recognized that contain multiple career pathways, students in Unit 5 

can make better choices regarding elective courses. Choosing courses that are aligned to the student’s cluster(s) will 

result in better preparation for college/career. By using their results from Career Cruising Matchmaker assessment, 

students are able to identify their 2 primary career clusters. We are pleased to roll out our new Programs of Study 

booklets are available to help students with multi-year planning and recommended sequence of courses.  This pro-

vides students opportunities to explore and develop skills within a specific cluster/career.https://www.unit5.org/

Page/11563 

https://www.heartland.edu/academicDepartments/studentSuccess/gpsWorkshop.html
https://www.heartland.edu/academicDepartments/studentSuccess/gpsWorkshop.html
https://www.unit5.org/domain/1105
https://www.unit5.org/domain/1105
https://www.unit5.org/Page/11563
https://www.unit5.org/Page/11563


Dual Credit Courses at NCHS 
 

Dual credit courses are taught at NCHS during the regular school day by Unit 5 faculty 
members. Heartland will waive tuition for those courses ~ meaning there is no tuition 
charged to students who choose to enroll in dual credit courses. However, students/parents 
are responsible for purchasings any required textbooks for dual credit courses as they are not 
provided by our school district. (Textbooks range in price from $0.00 per course to $200.00 
per course.) 
 
Any CURRENT sophomore or junior who MAY be interested in taking a dual credit course 

next school year, will need to complete the Heartland Community College College Now application* and take the 
placement exams by December 21, 2017.  Dual Credit class options can be found in our Course to Career 
Guide**.  At this time, students are not requesting courses...just simply completing the process in  
case they WANT to take a dual credit course. 
 
Students are encouraged to complete this process as soon as possible since placement exam appointments fill up 
quickly at Heartland.  Please do not wait until the last minute!! 
 

*Heartland Community College ~ College Now Link:                                          
http://www.heartland.edu/collegeNow/ 

**Course to Career Guide Link: 
https://www.unit5.org/cms/lib/IL01905100/Centricity/Domain/1105/FINAL%202018-2019%20CDB.pdf 

 

HALLOWEEN IN CHEMISTRY 

2017 
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http://www.heartland.edu/collegeNow/
https://www.unit5.org/cms/lib/IL01905100/Centricity/Domain/1105/FINAL%202018-2019%20CDB.pdf


NORMAL COMMUNITY HIGH SCHOOL ACTIVITIES CALENDAR 

        

DECEMBER 
      7  Thur.  Choir Holiday Concert  7:00 p.m. 

      9  Sat.  ACT test    8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
     12  Tues.  Orchestra Winter Concert  7:00 p.m. 

     13  Wed.  Late Start    8:40 a.m. (0 Hour) 
    Alumni meeting   7:00 p.m. 

    14  Thur.  Winter Band Concert   7:00 p.m. 

  22-31        Winter Break    Enjoy 
  

 
January 

    1-8    Winter Break    Enjoy 
     9  Tues.  First Day Back from Break  Welcome Back 

    Alumni meeting   7:00 p.m. 
     15  Mon.  Martin Luther King Birthday No School 
     22        Mon.  Iron Pride    6:30 pm (IMC) 

     24  Wed.   Late Start    8:40 a.m. (0Hour) 
     26  Fri.  Black Light Dance w/ West  9:00—10:30 pm 

      
 

February 

      8  Thurs.  Orchestra Concert   7:00 p.m. 
     10  Sat.  Daddy Daughter Dance K-5th 1:00  p.m.-3:00 p.m. 

    Sadie Hawkins   8:00 p.m.-10:30 p.m. 
    ACT test    7:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m. 
     12    Mon.  IronPride    6:30 pm (IMC) 

     14  Wed.  Alumni meeting   7:00 p.m. 

    Late Start    8:40 a.m. (0 Hour) 
     15  Thurs.  Iron’s Got Talent   6:00 p.m. 

     19  Mon.  President’s Day    No School 
     20  Tues.   School Improvement Day  No School 
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